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The professorship for Land Surface-Atmosphere Interactions at the TUM School of Life Sciences Weihenstephan 

invites applications for a  

PhD position on statistical modelling of tree growth recovery 

from climatic extremes (TV-L E13, 60%, 36 months) 

for the junior research group “Hysteresis Effects in Bavarian Beech Forest Ecosystems through Climate Extremes 

(HyBBEx)” of the Bavarian Network for Climate Research (bayklif).  

About us 

The junior research group HyBBEx at the professorship for Land Surface-Atmosphere Interactions investigates 

impacts of climate change and climatic extremes on the process dynamics of forest ecosystems. The goal is the 

development of statistical models for stress dose-response relations and their process-based integration in a state-

of-the-art ecosystem model, aiming at improved forecasting of ecosystem dynamics under climate change 

conditions. 

Your profile 

You have an excellent degree (M.Sc. or comparable) in (geo)ecology, landscape ecology, environmental sciences, 

forest sciences, or a related discipline. You have profound skills in statistical data analysis with R. You are fluent in 

German and English and have excellent writing skills. You are a team worker. You have a driver’s license 

(European category B) and are willing to independently carry out field work in Bavaria. Experience in remote 

sensing and/or dendroecology is an asset. 

Job description 

The job comprises the acquisition, integration and statistical modelling of diverse data streams (tree-ring data, 

remote sensing, inventory data) of recovery from extreme events (drought, frost), as well as the interpretation of the 

gained insights with respect to ecosystem-level carbon dynamics. Furthermore, you work out a plan for establishing 

focus regions for HyBBEx and collect complementary dendroecological data in Bavaria in cooperation with our 

project partners in the research network bayklif. 

Our offer 

We offer a PhD position (TV-L E 13 60%, limited to three years) in an interdisciplinary team. The conditions of 

employment follow the rules of the German tariffs of public services (TV-L). As member of the Graduate Center 

Weihenstephan you profit from an attractive qualification programme during your doctoral project. Furthermore, 

through participation in the research network bayklif, you exchange experiences with other doctoral students in the 

field of regional climate research. 

As an equal opportunity and affirmative action employer, TUM explicitly encourages nominations of and 

applications from women as well as from all others who would bring additional diversity dimensions to the 

university’s research and teaching strategies. Preference will be given to disabled candidates with essentially the 

same qualifications. 

Application 

Please send your application, including a cover letter, CV, and contact information of two referees, until 15th of June 

2018 to Sandra Grosskopf (grosskopf@wzw.tum.de).  

The planned starting date of the position is 1st of September 2018. For further inquiries please contact Dr. Christian 

Zang, (+49 8161 71 4766, christian.zang@wzw.tum.de). 
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